
   With great joy we treasure the privilege that Sis- 
ter Ida, our beloved foundress, met and talked to 
St. John Paul II several times! After each meeting, 
she came home to tell us of his personal interest 
and loving encouragement.
   In 1991, during her golden jubilee year, Sister Ida 
led our whole community on a pilgrimage to Rome. 
Through the kindness of Cardinal Justin Rigali, St. 
John Paul II celebrated a private Mass for us, and 
after Mass he spoke with each of our Sisters, and 
like the disciples, our hearts were burning with joy.
   While the photographer was getting ready to take 
a group picture, the Holy Father asked: “How 
many are you?” Sister Jane said, “Forty, but we do 
the work of 4000.” He said, “My wish and prayer for 
you is that you will be 4000!”
   And after we sang a farewell blessing song, he 
said, “You are a blessing for the Pope. You are 
truly American and truly Catholic.” We are blessed 
to believe that both St. John Paul and Sister Ida 
are interceding for us with love and gratitude!
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